
Monday February22 2021

TwahnaP Harris
CouncilAide District7
OfficeoftheMetropolitanCouncil

222St LouisStreet
BatonRouge Louisiana70821

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2021057

DearMs Harris

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsMarch 5 2021 meeting consideredyour
requestforanadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics

Code wouldprohibittheButterflySociety anonprofitorganizationofwhichyouarethe
FounderandExecutiveDirector fromacceptinga 24250contributionfromtheCityofBaton
Rouge ParishofEastBatonRouge

FPACTS ROVIDED

YouserveastheCouncilAidetoCouncilmanLamontCole CouncilmanColeservesDistrict7
andhasbeenappointedPresidentProTempore effectiveJanuary2021 Youarealsothe
FounderandtheExecutiveDirectorofButterflySociety anonprofitorganizationwhoaids
domesticviolencevictimsbyprovidingtemporarylodging rentalassistance utility
assistance funeralexpenses medicalexpenses andtransportation TheCityofBatonRouge

ParishofEastBatonRougehasbudgeteda 24250contributiontotheButterflySocietyin
its2021budgetbutthefundshavenotbeendistributed

Youhaverequestedanadvisoryopinionthatanswersthefollowingquestions

1 MaytheButterflySocietyacceptthebudgeted 24250contributionfor
2021andsubsequentyearsifIcontinuetoserveasExecutiveDirector

2 MaytheButterflySocietyreceivetheCARESActGrantfunding ifI
continuetoserveasExecutiveDirector

3 IfIsurrendermypositionasExecutiveDirectorandacceptasalaried
positionwiththeorganizationwhichisinaccordancewiththepastBoard
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exception8202d cantheButterflySocietyacceptthebudgeteddonation
fromtheCityand ortheCARESActgrant

4 IfIsurrenderanypaidpositionwiththeButterflySocietyandonly
volunteermyservices cantheButterflySocietyacceptthebudgeted
donationfromtheCityand ortheCARESActgrant

LAW

La RS 421111 C 2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthe
publicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shall
receiveanythingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortobe
rendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neither
performedfornorcompensatedbyanypersonorfromanyofficer director agent or
employeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuch
personhasorisseekingtoobtaincontractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswith
thepublicservantsagency conductsoperationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythe
publicemployeesagency orhassubstantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybesubstantially
affectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofthepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421117providesthatnopublicservantorotherpersonshallgive pay loan transfer
ordeliveroroffertogive pay loan transfer ordeliver directlyorindirectly toanypublic
servantorotherpersonanythingofeconomicvaluewhichsuchpublicservantorother
personwouldbeprohibitedfromreceivingbyanyprovisionofthisPart

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented the
Codedictatesthefollowing

1 MaytheButterflySocietyacceptthebudgeted 24250contributionfor
2021andsubsequentyearsifIcontinuetoserveasExecutiveDirector

No La RS 421111 C 2 d prohibitspublicservantsfromreceivingcompensation
fromalegalentityinwhichthepublicservantexercisescontrolwhenthatentityhas
orisseekingtoobtaina financialrelationship with thepublicservants agency
Furthermore La RS 421117prohibitsthelegalentityfrompayingapublicservant
anythingthatLa RS 421111 C 2 d prohibitsthepublicservantfromreceiving As
aresult theCodeprohibitsButterflySocietyfromacceptingthe 24250contribution
for2021andsubsequentyearsifyoucontinuetoserveasExecutiveDirectoronapaid
basis

2 MaytheButterflySocietyreceivetheCARESActGrantfunding ifI
continuetoserveasExecutiveDirector

No PleaserefertotheanswertoNo 1
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3 IfIsurrendermypositionasExecutiveDirectorandacceptasalaried
positionwiththeorganizationwhichisinaccordancewiththepastBoard
exception8202d cantheButterflySocietyacceptthebudgeteddonation
fromtheCityand ortheCARESActgrant

No PleaserefertotheanswertoNo 1 Additionally the8202DExceptiondoesnot
existintheCode wasaBoardcreatedexception andisnolongerapplicable

4 IfIsurrenderanypaidpositionwiththeButterflySocietyandonly
volunteermyservices cantheButterflySocietyacceptthebudgeted
donationfromtheCityand ortheCARESActgrant

Yes TheCodedoesnotprohibitButterflySocietyfromacceptingthefundsaslongas
younolongerhaveacontrollinginterestinthenon profitorganization

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofGovernmental
Ethics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeof
GovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyistDisclosureAct and
conflictofinterestprovisionsinthegaminglaws Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontact
meat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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